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Mud crabs in the genus Scylla spp. are
usually considered as a significant source for
small scale fishers all over the Asia Pacific
region. Mud crabs are the most traded
seafood commodity in Asia. Accordingly,
three species of mud crab in Malaysia have
been identified which include Scylla
olivacea, Scylla paramamosain and Scylla
tranquebarica1.

There is an increased demand for mud
crabs over the last decade which urges the
development of the mud crabs aquaculture
industry. For the aquaculture industry, there
is a dire need to manage the health of mud
crab population especially in culturing
aspects to consider the effect of parasites,
therefore, understanding the parasites
profile of mud crab is needed.

Accordingly, parasites are the
organisms that live on the external or
internal parts of a living host and derive
their nutrients from the host but give
nothing in return2. Parasites are categorized
into 2 group’s i.e., Ectoparasites (lives on
the surface of the host) and Endoparasites
(lives inside the body of the host). Parasites
can contribute to the diseases and cause

severe damage to the wild organism
population3.

But despite these facts, the preliminary
study regarding parasites infection in wild,
as well as cultured crab populations and
seeds production facilities, gain little
attention. Also, the infected mud crab can
be potentially affected and may transmit to
other crabs but not much data is available in
this regard except for other crustaceans4.

These facts urged scientists to conduct
a new study to investigate the occurrence
and mean intensity species of parasites and
ecto-symbiont found in three species of wild
mud crab, genus Scylla5. For this purpose, 73
samples of wild mud crab genus Scylla were
collected by researchers in Malaysia.

During this experiment, the percentage
prevalence of parasites was found to be
81.9%. Scientists collected a total of 887
parasites that include barnacle (Octolasmis
spp.), sessile protozoan (Epistylis sp.),
ciliates, nematode as well as copepod.
However, the higher number of parasites
was barnacle with a prevalence of 71.1% and
mean intensity 14.4 followed by ciliates,
nematode,  copepod,  and sessile protozoan
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with the prevalence of 18.1, 8.4, 2.4 and 1.2% and mean intensity
1.1, 2.1, 2.0, 1.0, respectively.

Conclusively, the parasites and ecto-symbionts are common
parasites that reside in wild mud crab, genus Scylla and among them
pedunculate barnacles, genus Octolasmis is the most widespread
species that have been found during this research.
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